U.S. Department of Justice 



MR ERNIE LAZAR 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D C. 20535 


May 23, 2007 • 

Of 7 ‘ k ' * 

. J — 4 ^, 2 .^° 

ff 7 /. 

z!'-sN 

Subject: FILE NUMBER 62-36434/YEARS 1960-1969 
FOlPANo. 1067731-000 


U >3 


Dear Mr. Lazar: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


□(b)(1) 

□(b)(7)(A) 

□(d)(5) 

□(b)(2) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

□G)(2) 

□(b)(3) 

8(b)(7)(C) 

□(•0(1) 


□(b)(7)(D) 

□00(2) 


□(b)(7)(E) 

□OOP) 


□(b)(7)(F) 

□00(4) 

□(b)(4) 

□(b)(8) 

□00(5) 

□(b)(5) 

□(b)(9) 

□(•0(6) 

8(b)(6) 


□00(7) 


18 page(s) were reviewed and 18 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

b You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or “Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 







If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

a See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


Enclosed is a copy of file 62-HQ-36434, which is responsive to your request. 
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■Memoranda. 


to : Mr l DeLoach 


I v»- • 

?date: 2/15/61 




r -^r Tolson _ 

» “Pirnoni 

^ Mohr_ 

Balmont 
C^Jahan 
• •^^onrad _ 
DeLoacI 
i ^ Ewar,. _ 

Malana _ 

1^-^ ^ 0B * n —■ 

L TroUer — 


subject: 


PURPOSE: 


of cllppli 

o Peel y - 


RETENTION OF DAILY COLUMNS ^ \ 

cm 

' HEBSIBIBMFe 

BAT E /aA/w- BYjezga 

The purpose of this memoran dum is to re-evaluatt 
two copies of the dail y columns off" 


^Ag_.g Y 5f7*cc/^ ^ 


it policy 


CURRENT PROCEDURE : ^ 

. * 

One clipping is sent direct to the Di rector's Offic e. The other copy "NS| 

is routed first to Mr. DeLoach*s Office and then to_in the Records SectiorkS 

to be put in the main files of these four columnists. This procedure insures that 4 a sS 
sopy-of-these-dail v columns are re adily available should the Director or any other , ga 
Bureau official desire to see a pasflssue or raise a question about what was in a 3 
particular column. This procedure has been followed with regard to principal columristsj 
for almost ten years. There is definitely a duplication of the columns in Bureau files fc ; 
since a column sent to the Director is routed around the Bureau and any columns o 
reflecting the Director’s notation or which contain information of value to the files ar^ r 

serialized and filed. V .S' 

c 
. Sc 

The Director and Mr. Tolson have repeatedly urged Bureau officials ° 
and supervisors to mark pertinent newspaper columns and clippings so that pertinent 
items will be indexed and retained in file. On a few occasions the column of one of 
the above four columnists could not be located. As a result, the procedure^ of sending 
a copy direct to file was instituted. j 3k4^3$+*' i0!4 

.OBSERVATION; /"'■ 

The sending of a duplicate of each column directly to file has proved 
helpful on one or two occasions since this procedure was instituted. The time and 
expense on the part of personnel reviewing, indexing and filing these duplicate clippings 
and the space taken up by such files, does not seem to be justified on the basis ( of the 
benefits derived from this procedure... Should a particular columh;,or series of (columns 
be desired from past issues of the Washington and New York papers contai ning these 

1-.Mr. DeLoach fiftV , 3 ' tsSS>1 ' V / \ 

\ - .. / \ 

&EMW.<er''| \—s . 
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Jones to DeLoach memorandum 
He: Retention of Daily Columns 
of Four Newspaper Columnists 


columns, it would be a very inexpensive and rapid procedure to have a clerk go to the 
Library of Congress and review the back issues of these papers. Based on past 
(experience, it would not be necessary to utilize such a procedure very frequently. The 
columns forwarded to the Director each day which contain information of value for 
permanent retention in Bureau files are appropriately indexed and are readily accessible. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


of Pegler, 



r of sending a duplicate clipping of the columns 
directly to file be discontinued immediately. 


(2) Should the Director desire a copy of each column written by these, 
columnists, regardless of its content, be filed, it is recommended that the column 
sent to the Director be marked for file at the time it is clipped and mounted. In other 
words, each clipping would have the main file number of the columnist indicated directly 
on the mounting paper before it reaches the Director’s Office. 
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Mr. Westbrook Pegler 
Route 6, Box 202 
Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Pegler: 

Permit me to take this opportunity to extend 
my heartiest congratulations to you on your recent 
marriage. You have my very best wishes for every 
possible happiness, and I hope the coming years will 
be filled with an abundance of all good things for both 
of you. 
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NO 


With kind regards, 


Mmm cskt.ub 

ITSBWttfteiB 

OA l '^ 7 ^ 3 BY 


Sincerely yours, 
fl. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles Indicate prior cor dial corresponde nce with Mr. Pegler. 


Bufiles contain nothing concerning] 
Mr. Pegler 
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OPTIONAL form no. to 

UNITED STATES GOVER^Kb 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVER^PCNT 


VT o Is on _ 
rBelmonl j 

Mohr_ 

Callahan . 
iC^nrad_. 


Mr. Mohr date: January 22. 

C. D. DeLoacpW 

WESTBROOK ^PEGLER DATE^2/l>BYifi^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


FROM : 


subject: 


Tavel 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 
Ingram_ 



Westbrook Pegler called from Phoenix, Arizona, January 17, 1962. 
He stated he had some information to furnish us; however, so that we would have 
all the facts, he would follow-up by sending in several documents which would 
offer further explanations. 

P egler stated briefly that 10 years ago he personally started _ 

inquiry involving! 


P egler state d his investigation had uncovered some very unsavory 
facts conc erning ! ~j He further stated his investigation had indicated that 

] was perhaps a member of the Communist Party. Pe eler inter viewed 
"land asked him why he was involved with a communist. denied that 

(was a member of the Communist Party. 

Pegler also stated that 



_ '-i PegJLer stated he had turned this information over on one occa sion to 

| j had not 

had intestinal fortitu de enough to use these facts in his column. Pegler later tu rned 
this evidence pver td l [ also 

f refused to publish the story. 

- Pegler asked that^in the event any arrests are made as a result of his 
information; that he be given at least a two-day break on the story. I told PegU^ 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Jones 
CDDcejr j(5J 


25 JAN 26 
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Memo DeLoach to Mohr 1/22/62 

Re: Westbrook Pegler 

Information Concerning 


as he well knew, we could not guarantee this inasmuch as the Department 
also had to be consulted in matters of this nature. He stated he understood 
this fact and was sending the information anyhow. 

ACTION: 


It is suggested this memorandum be forwarded to the Investigative 
Division for its information. Pegler was usual was most incoherent in conversation. 





November 9, 1961 


Mr. Westbrook Pegler 
King Features Syndicate 
236 East 45th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Mr. Pegler: 

Please accept my personal thanks for your 
straightforward column of November 0 In which you ana¬ 
lysed the development of the FBI's Jurisdiction, and 
commented so favorably regarding my administration 
of this Bureau over the years. 


/-/ 


All !J'F OT.'.T S:3 COHTftSK! 

m ii -zMssm 

DAT E 


Your support is deeply appreciated. 
^ Sincerely yours, 

, ,L Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: We ~ 

us b, Honorable Richard E 

Berlin *See letter of same date to Berlin. 
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September 19, 1962 
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Mr. Westbrook Pegler 
Route 6, Box 292 
Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Pegler: 

I have received your letter of 
September 13, 1962. It was certainly thought¬ 
ful of you to furnish me this information con- 
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seeming the background of 

infr' 

r“ 


ALLKFOBl'StaTAINED 
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Sincerely yours, 
“• Edgar Hoover 
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NOT^? A reference card is maintained in the Crime Research 
/j Section concerning correspondents with whom we have had prior 
0 lijrvij^d^correspondence. 
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v Align; 
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WESTBROOK PEGLER 


Rte 6 Box 292 Tucson September 13 1962 


Dear Mr Hoover: 


Referring tc 


’e marks 


of recent date I think it would a muse you to know th&t 
ia few years ago I was dining wlthT 


| |whlch. then was red as a silt throat. tie 

RsK-Rfi me wh at. They could do and I said, "Well you might 
shoot hlm. , l fchouscht thi s was a little drastic'. “ a - 

said further thatj | was especially unhappy because 

the boy had lost some 01 ms enthusiasm f or his Catholic 
religion. Later on the phone in New York,|started to 
volunteer some information to me'orTTHTs phase but I shut 
him off with a remark that I did not believe my interest 
in his Guild activity justified my receiving such a con¬ 
fidence'. 


ri-n r—, 

—1 f"— 

— 1 

1 t m 


^ Ch - 3 

K—• i -• 


' V 5 ? pr—. 

Cst twa 

M§ 


____/i do not know anything further about 

~|He was a very respectable man. He may have died. So 
many of ny old contemporaries have 1 . 


er di d regard! l as a Republican — nor 

. But i l ls tricky and an adven t irar 

Jis jw.qt dumtT! You nay remember that l 
cle for not long before it conked 

to read Barry Goldwater and Joe McCarthy oul 
can Party 1 . At his press conference a few davt 
half-heartedly assented to this. Now| 


.- I never di d regard! 

I 1 ei ther. But l T 

I whereas I t is Jusft ,dum51 
did an article for 
undertaking to read Barry 
the Re publi can Party 1 . At 
la ter. I Jhalf-heartedly 

has married 


’oving everything. 


_Eld you read wherej. . . 

I | wrote in the Los Angeles Examiner April 1, 1961, 

that the FBI "watches. Fascist, Nazi, Communist and a ll a nti- 
American groups" — including the John Birch society. 


Sincerely, and don't 


SEP 24 1962 


PS: - I do not remember vhd cnPonology Dut| 

hold of the Ford Foundation and, later, was dumped into 

the>. Fund for the Republic. Now he has some nominal job 



tnev Fund r< 

JL 




v/v. 
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December 4, 1964 





0 

Mr. Westbrook Pegler 
West Magee Road , 

Route 6, Box 292 f 

Tucson, Arizona i- 


Dear Mr. Pegler: 


f'J I'';:::;’ T; STAKED 

r-VTIBWai 

Uiiwwui*. « v . ». ’j .• i* -*w bi RwU . 

DATE 


I received your letter of November 26th 
and want,to thank you for your support of my adminis¬ 
tration of the FBI. 

In response to your request, I am 
enclosing a copy of the press release issued by this 
Bureau at the time of Dr. Robert Soble's arrest in 
1960. This release is the only material this Bureau 
has available for distribution in this matter, and you 
may, perhaps, wish to refer to newspaper accounts 
of his death by suicide on September 11, 1962. 


- 

DEC** 1 

rOMM-FB. 1 - 


Slncerely yours, 


J - Edgac 


Enclosure 


& 




NOTE: We have had prior limited correspondence with Mr. Pegler 
with the last outgoing 9-19-62. Over the years our relations with , 
Pegler have become strained and he has often been critical of the 
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(continued next page. 
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Mr. Westbrook Pegler 

I . ' .* x f ^ -f&'vXj m Dr. Robert Soble (Soblen) Is the brother of 
Jack Soble, the we Unknown Soviet espionage agent. Dr. Robert Soble 
was indicted for violations of Espionage Act based upon Federal Grand 
Jury Proceedings in New York. Much of the material before the 
grand jury originated from such i highly confidential sources the Bureau 
has been reluctant to release many of the facts pertaining to this case. 
Therefore, no attempt is being made to be explicit concerning the 
Soblen case. 
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COPY 

November 29, I960 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Attorney General William P. Rogers today released the 
following information furnished to him by J. Edgar Hoover, Director of 
the FBI: 


Mr. Hoover announced the arrest today by FBI Agents in 
New York City of Dr. Robert Soble, aged 60, of 128 Fort Washington 
Avenue, New York City, on charges of conspiracy to commit espionage 
as a member of a Soviet espionage ring. 

_ Mr. Hoover stated. the_arrest was made on the basis of 

a Federal warrant issued November, 1960, at New York City following 
Soble's indictment by a Federal Grand Jury there. 

The arrest of Soble by the FBI was another in a series of 
similar arrests during the past several years of Soviet agents who have 


Washington, D. C. Mr. Hoover pointed out that Dr. Soble is the brother 
of Jack Soble, who, together with I 


and Jacob Albam, 


was arrested by FBI Agents in New York City in January, 1657, for 



if 
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... - DR. ROBERT .SOBLE, 60, al$a 

RuvelieXeiba Sobolevlcius, Robert SobiV^Roman Soble, 

Ruvim Robert Soblen_ 

128 Fort Washington Avenue 

New York, New York — 

Dr. Robert Soble was born November 7, 1900, at Vilkaviskis, 
Lithuania. He entered the United States at San Francisco, California, on 
October 20, 1941, under the name Ruvells Leiba Sobolevlcius, from Shanghai, 

China. Soble became a naturalized American citizen in New York City on May 5, 

1947. In September, 1927, he married Dina Volberg (Soble). They have one 
daughter who is married. 

In 1944 and 1945 Dr. Soble, who obtained his medical degree at the 
University of Bern in Switzerland, was employed as a translator and consultant 
connected with the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. In 
1945 and 1946 he was an advisor with the UNRRA on specifications for medical 
instruments and equipment to be used in Europe. After 1946 he practiced as a 
private physician in New York City. In 1954, he became a resident physician at 
Rockland State Hospital, Orangeburg, New York. Soble maintains medical offices 
at 50 West 72nd Street, New York City. 

Prior to coming to the United States and during the period 1922-1935, 
Soble studied at the University of Leipzig and the University of Berlin in Germany, 
as well as the University of Bern in Switzerland. He was attached to a hospital in 
Berlin from 1930-1931; the University Hospital at Bern from 1934-1935; University 
Hospital in Paris, 1936-1937; and City Hospital, Kaunas, Lithuania, from 1937-1940? 


hi i»i r ' <>r: ' r *<n ,r ' , ';Tnosprn 

ALL If'sV' ..... . 


3S* 




conspiring to commit espionage as a member of a Soviet espionage ring. 

Jack Soble, at the time of his arrest, had long been involved in Soviet 
intelligence activity and at one time had under his supervision other 
Soviet agents in the United States. Jacob Albam had worked under 
Jack Soble's direction. Following their arrest, Jack 
and Jacob Albam pleaded guilty in April, 1957, and were sentenced to 
Federal prison. 

According to Mr. Hoover, Robert Soble entered the United 
States in October, 1941, and was naturalized as an American citizen in 
May, 1947. He has been engaged in the medical profession in New York 
City for the past several years. 

•The section of the Espionage Statute which Or. Soble is 
charged with conspiring to violate carries a maximun penalty of death or 
imprisonment for any term of years or for life. Dr. Soble will be arraigned, 
in New York City as soon as possible. 


Background data on Soble is attached. 



J 


WESTBROOK PEGLER 
WEST MAGEE ROAQ 
ROUTE 6. BOX 292 
TUCSON. ARIZONA 




Mr. 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad.. 


Thanksg iving 


ft! i nuTfl*‘T0 I » £r— 

cr iving .. | Mr. Gale_ 

8 ^ I'* r ‘ ’ ,y ; Mr. Rosen 

Uii.i.i.-v i.w U..»- |/ MiJ 

Dear Mr Hoover; OATEiP-^^ BY **’>**'!& *' 


uuu,cl * n l r K' M gy Ul ^ f Mr. Trotter_ 

W I Tele. Room_ 

I think you are in political trout Miss Holmes— 
I Miss Gandy_ 

and I hope you win -- If you want to. Your higher autH- 

have been partial to your adversaries but Mankind seems to 


be in a madness. If there Is any unrestricted official mater- 

7 

lal on that Soblen, the Russian spy who fled to Israel, I 
would be grateful for a copy. What the hell did that B.ufcten- 
welser woman mean by going his bond? How did he &et here in 
the first place. 

I think you have turned In a fine performance over 
the years and I resenj this dirty effort to louse you up. 

The Kennedys are trying to make a Godman of a typical thugg- 
lsh fchanty politician. I knew him well and I netfer knew any-C 
thing good about him. He betrayed Joe McCarthy to Eleanor and 
that was an act of terrible treachery, I believe Mp.Caj thy._ 
died broken hearted. BEG-A9 (& 3 ^ 8 (954 

What legal authority had that stinking Wajme.n .to —- 
constitute a "commission" and hold such loose-jointed "hear- 

’* t 

ings"? The Tucson Chamber of Commerce has Just as good auth- 

0^ 14 J«i LU Aj 

orlty. What about a Texas St£t%«grand Jury? This was a state; 
crime with no Federal involvement. I wish you all the best. 
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Sincerely, 


) CT tr 't 


sUy 
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Westbrook Pegler 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Memorandum 

. TAVE 

REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
RECORDS BRANCH 


MR 


L. E. SHOt 


DATE: 4-4-66 


Co 

Coljahan _ 

•'CToncad _ 

Felt - 

Gale - 

Rosen ,, 

Sullivan - 

Tavel _ 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy - 


A! L INFORMATION CONTAINED 


DESCRIPTION OF FILE: 62-36434 SUB A 
WESTBROOK^TEGLER 


The above listed file has been called to our attention by personnel 
of the Consolidation Unit. It consists of 42 sections beginning in 
1935* All of these sections contain Pegler’s columns clipped mostly 
from the Washington Post and the New York Journal American. No 
clippings have been placed in file since 1962. There has been limited 
correspondence with Mr. Pegler with the last outgoing dated 12/4/64. 

The majority of these clippings do not contain any indexing. 


Destruction of this mail would result in saving space in the 
file room. This category of mail is authorized under the general 
records schedule and no further archival authority is requested. 


Attention is called to the memorandum from F. W, Waikart to 
Mr. McGuire dated 2/23/61 (66-1897-710) to the effect that back issues 
of Pegler*s columns are maintained at the Library of Congress. It is , 

requested that the Crime Records Division review the above listed file | 
to determine if any reason exists that would preclude destruction of 
these clippings. A notation advising of the decision reached may be 
placed on this memorandum and returned to the Consolidation Unit of 
the Records Branch, Room 7231. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For referral to the Crime Records Section. 
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TO 
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FROM : 

c. d. : 

SUBJECT:. 
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DATE: 9/:3/Q3 


1 - Mr. Rosen 
1- Mr. Wick 
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CALL FROM WRSTRHOO K PkG-,. 
(FORMER COLUMNIST) 9/12/36"* 


Westbrook Pegler called at 9:30 p. m., S/12/33, regarding 
the captioned individuals. He explained that he was a frie nd of the parents 
of thes e individuals. Pegler stated that both victims were[~ 


I explained to Pegler that there did not appear to ha a violation, 
of the kidnaping statute and that while we would be glad to place a step notice 
on any fingerprints received under the above names with loealitim as back¬ 
grounds, that there v/as little else that could be done. I asked Pegler for 
physical descriptions and home addresses, lie stated he did not have these 
details. He indicated he Parents 2 nd 

would advise us later. ALL tn’/'U . h’.li L<Js uvitliiiLCj 
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